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Welcome to 2026!
As we kick off this new edition, we salute the selfless
humanitarian workers and volunteers who tirelessly serve
humanity. Your compassion, courage, and commitment inspire
us all. In these challenging times, your work is more crucial than
ever. Enjoy reading about our initiatives and impact. 
We humbly appeal for support from all stakeholders, especially
Government at all levels, our Movement Partners, corporate
bodies, and individuals, to join forces in our mission to serve
humanity. We uphold our commitment to transparency and
accountability to the communities we serve, as well as our
partners and donors, ensuring our efforts drive meaningful
impact.
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our Partners and the
Media for their unwavering support and partnership in
shedding light on humanitarian issues, amplifying the voices of
the vulnerable, and helping us reach those in need.

Dr Abubakar Ahmed Kende
Secretary General
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SOLIDARITY WITHOUT BORDERS:
NIGERIAN AND UKRAINIAN RED CROSS
DEEPEN HUMANITARIAN PARTNERSHIP



January opened on a powerful note of
international solidarity as the Nigerian
Red Cross Society (NRCS) welcomed a
high-level delegation led by the
Ukrainian Ambassador to Nigeria, Mr.
Ivan Kholostenko, to its National
Headquarters in Abuja. 

The courtesy and partnership visit
stood as a clear reminder that
humanitarian action transcends
borders, politics, and distance.

The delegation was received by the
Secretary General of the Nigerian Red
Cross Society, alongside members of
the Society’s senior leadership,
including Directors of Disaster
Management; Protection, Gender and
Inclusion (PGI); Finance; Programs and
Partnerships; Legal Services; Safer
Access and Security, as well as the
Chief Security Officer. 

Their presence reflected the Society’s
unified leadership and readiness to
strengthen global humanitarian
collaboration.

Discussions during the visit focused on
shared humanitarian priorities—ranging
from disaster response and the
protection of vulnerable populations to
building community resilience and
ensuring safer access for humanitarian
workers operating in complex
environments. In a strong expression of
solidarity, the Ukrainian Red Cross
reaffirmed its support for the work of
NRCS, offering technical assistance and
opportunities for knowledge exchange.

The visit concluded with a renewed
commitment from both the Ukrainian
and Nigerian Red Cross Societies to
deepen collaboration, strengthen mutual
support, and sustain dialogue in
advancing humanitarian action. As the
year begins, this engagement sets a clear
tone for 2026: one rooted in partnership,
shared responsibility, and a collective
resolve to serve humanity wherever the
need is greatest.



GERMAN ARMED FORCES (GTAG)
STRENGTHEN HUMANITARIAN

PARTNERSHIPS AT NIGERIAN RED CROSS HQ

The Nigerian Red Cross Society (NRCS) recently welcomed Mr. Artjom Sieverding,
Project Manager from the German Armed Forces – Bundeswehr (GTAG), to its
Headquarters for a strategic engagement. The visit provided a platform for
constructive dialogue and reaffirmed the importance of strong partnerships in
advancing humanitarian and development initiatives.

Discussions during the engagement centered on shared priorities and opportunities
for collaboration, with emphasis on enhancing humanitarian response and
supporting programs that strengthen community resilience. The interaction
demonstrated a mutual commitment to cooperation, innovation, and solutions
that prioritize human welfare.

The visit further highlighted NRCS’s continued openness to strategic partnerships
that boost its capacity to address emerging challenges and deliver lasting
humanitarian impact.

Story by: Khene Anani-Nnabugwu Snr. Communications & Advocacy officer,Nigerian Red Cross Society



Staff members also expressed appreciation
for Mr. Abah’s leadership style, noting that
it has fostered a supportive and conducive
environment for professional growth and
development. Open discussions followed,
during which challenges were candidly
examined, solutions proposed, and key
areas for improvement identified.

The meeting concluded with a clear way
forward and a renewed readiness for
partnership, positioning the Benue Branch
to scale its impact and reach new heights
in the year ahead.

With renewed energy and a shared sense of
purpose, the Nigerian Red Cross Society,
Benue State Branch, has begun 2026 with a
clear focus on growth, collaboration, and
impact.

The Branch officially kicked off the year
with its first management meeting on 5
January 2026, held at the Branch Office in
Makurdi. The meeting provided an
opportunity for reflection, planning, and
alignment as the team set priorities for the
year ahead.

During the session, Branch Secretary, Mr.
Anthony Abah, commended staff for their
outstanding performance in the previous
year, acknowledging their dedication and
resilience in delivering humanitarian
services across the state. He encouraged
the team to sustain the momentum and
remain committed to excellence in 2026.

BENUE BRANCH SETS THE PACE FOR 2026 WITH
RENEWED COMMITMENT
By Mary Ikeh, Communication Officer, Benue Branch



What Does
Dignity
Mean to a
Mother
When
Support
Finally
Reaches Her
Doorstep?



Under the quiet Zamfara sun in Rijiya Ward, Gusau LGA, Nigeria, dignity arrived not as a
speech or a promise, but as a simple hygiene kit placed gently into the hands of mothers
who need it most.

On this day, the Nigerian Red Cross Society, Zamfara State team, reached out to pregnant
women and lactating mothers under the Malnutrition Emergency Appeal Project, with the
support of the International Federation of the Red Cross, IFRC. These were not just
distributions they were moments of care, respect, and humanity in action.

The beneficiaries, members of the Mothers’ Club, who gather weekly to learn, share, and
support one another in the fight against malnutrition and poor maternal and child health,
the kits symbolize more than relief items. They represent reassurance that they are seen,
supported, and not alone.

Each dignity kit contains sanitary pads, pants, and a complete hygiene package including a
jerry can, toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, and other essential items. Carefully selected, these
materials protect personal hygiene, promote environmental sanitation, and restore a sense
of dignity during one of the most vulnerable periods of a woman’s life.

Presenting the items, the Branch Secretary, Instructor Ibrahim Bello Garba (Gusau),
encouraged the  mothers to continue cooperating with Red Cross volunteers who regularly
visit households to identify children suffering from Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM). He
also stresses the need to seek timely medical care by taking children to hospitals and health
facilities whenever health concerns arise.

The community stands firmly behind the initiative as reiterated in a goodwill message by
Shamsu Ahmad Yariman Rijiya, who represented the District Head of Rijiya. He restates his
full cooperation and continued support for all Nigerian Red Cross activities within the
community.
The activity was attended by key Branch officers who ensured that in Rijiya, dignity kits
were not just distributed but dignity it is restored. And for every mother who walks away
holding a kit, the message is clear: you matter, your health matters, and the Red Cross
stands with you.

RESTORING DIGNITY,
ONE MOTHER AT A TIME
By Bello Nura , Communication Officer, Zamfara Branch





4CHILDREN
COMMUNITIES

1
LIFESAVING
INTERVENTION



Four Children, Four
Communities, One
Lifesaving Intervention

Across communities in Machina and
Geidam Local Government Areas of
Yobe State, malnutrition continues to
threaten the health and survival of
young children, often silently. Through
the Malnutrition Emergency Appeal
Project, the Nigerian Red Cross Society
is changing this reality by taking
lifesaving nutrition services directly to
households and communities,
ensuring that no child is left unseen.

During routine house-to-house and
community nutrition screenings
conducted by trained Red Cross
volunteers, four children, each from
different communities were identified
with severe acute malnutrition. Their
stories reflect both the urgency of the
challenge and the impact of timely
intervention.

In Hausari Community, Kori Ward, Machina
Local Government Area, volunteers met 13-
month-old Saude Auwalu during a door-to-
door screening exercise. A simple mid-upper
arm circumference (MUAC) measurement
revealed a reading of 10.9 cm, confirming
severe acute malnutrition. Saude was
immediately referred to a Primary Health Care
Centre for appropriate medical and nutritional
care.

Beyond referral, her mother, Mallama Hauwa,
was supported through a Healthy Cooking
Demonstration, where she learned practical
skills on appropriate complementary feeding
using locally available and affordable food
items. With consistent care and improved
feeding practices at home, Saude’s nutritional
status improved. Her MUAC measurement
increased to 12.0 cm, showing progress from
severe to moderate acute malnutrition and
renewed hope for a healthier future.

By Dalha Isah , Communication and PMEAL Officer, Yobe Branch



A similar moment of intervention
unfolded in Kangarwa Community,
Maskandare Ward, Machina Local
Government Area, where Failata Haruna,
a 30-year-old mother, had been struggling
as her child fell sick repeatedly. Even
after spending what little the family
could afford on medications, the child’s
condition continued to worsen.

During the screening, her child was
identified with severe acute malnutrition
and was immediately enrolled for
treatment under the project. He was
placed on ready-to-use therapeutic food,
and within a short period, his recovery
became visibly evident.

“The improvement was so fast and clear
that I could hardly believe it,” Failata
shared. “It was almost like magic.”

In Rikiyan Kandili, Kankare Community,
14-month-old Hauwa Ahmed was
identified during a community screening
with a MUAC measurement of 10.7 cm,
indicating severe acute malnutrition.
Following her identification, her mother,
Fatima Muhammad, received guidance on
appropriate complementary feeding
using locally available foods.

By applying the knowledge gained, Fatima
consistently provided improved nutrition to
her child at home. During follow-up
monitoring, Hauwa was re-measured and her
MUAC had increased to 12.0 cm, reflecting a
clear improvement in her nutritional status.
Today, Hauwa is healthier, more active, and
fully on the path to recovery.

Just a short distance away in Alaisharu
Community, Kolori Ward, 23-month-old
Fatima Abdullahi was also identified during a
house-to-house screening. Her MUAC
measurement of 11.4 cm confirmed severe
acute malnutrition. She was promptly
referred to an Outpatient Therapeutic
Programme (OTP) centre, where she was
admitted and placed on ready-to-use
therapeutic food.

After five months of consistent treatment,
monitoring, and follow-up, Fatima’s condition
improved to moderate acute malnutrition.
She was further supported with corn-soya
blend plus to strengthen her recovery. With
continued nutritional support, she has now
fully recovered and returned to a normal
nutritional status.

Her mother, Zara Muhd, expressed deep
appreciation for the project and the
volunteers, thanking them for their
dedication and for going house to house to
identify children in need. She noted that
without such outreach, many children would
continue to suffer silently.

Together, these four stories spanning
multiple communities and local government
areas demonstrate the life-saving power of
early detection, community-based screening,
caregiver education, and sustained
nutritional support. Through the
Malnutrition Emergency Appeal Project, the
Nigerian Red Cross Society is not only
treating malnutrition but restoring health,
dignity, and hope one child, one family, and
one community at a time.

Failata Haruna is gladly showing her child to the volunteers



SERVING HUMANITY, SAFELY:
STRENGTHENING VOLUNTEER

COURAGE IN DELTA STATE

Behind every humanitarian action is a volunteer willing to serve often in
challenging and uncertain environments. Recognizing that safety is the
foundation of effective service, the Nigerian Red Cross Society (NRCS),
Delta State Branch, with support from the British Red Cross, concluded a
two-day Safer Access Framework (SAF) Training.

The training equipped volunteers with practical tools to navigate risks,
build community trust, and deliver aid safely, while remaining true to the
values and principles of the Red Cross Movement. Sessions covered the
history and protective role of the Red Cross emblem, SAF essentials, risk-
aware operations, volunteer identification, communication strategies,
and operational security tailored to Delta State’s realities.

By Perpetua Igbobah , Communication Officer, Delta Branch



Through interactive group work, case studies, and presentations, participants
strengthened teamwork and reinforced the shared responsibility of safety in
humanitarian service.

The training was facilitated by Col. Gabriel Udoenang (Rtd), NRCS Security
Coordinator, and Mr. Andronicus Adeyemo, Director, SAF, WEC, whose
expertise enriched the learning experience.

Commending the initiative, Delta State Branch Chairman, Adolphus Anuagasi,
described the training as a vital step in building volunteers’ confidence, safety,
courage, and capacity to save lives while upholding the Red Cross mission.
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WHEN CLIMATE CHANGE
FEELS CLOSE TO HOME

By oluwafemi Gladys Oluwafunmike , Communication Officer, Oyo Branch



Climate change is no longer a distant concern. It is felt in homes where the heat
lingers longer than expected, in hostels where waste piles up, and in open spaces
where pollution quietly impacts daily life. The harmattan that once bit sharply now
passes quickly, replaced by heavier heat and a changing environment.

Amid this reality, everyday climate heroes are emerging through the work of the
Nigerian Red Cross Society, Oyo State College of Health Technology Detachment. Their
efforts remind the community that climate change is not only about the environment,
it directly affects human health, safety, and dignity.

Through practical demonstrations and relatable conversations, Red Cross volunteers
highlighted how rising temperatures can cause heat stress, dehydration, and fainting.
They showed simple first aid techniques that can save lives in everyday situations,
proving that awareness can be a powerful form of protection.

The detachment also focused messages on environmental responsibility where staff
and students were encouraged to tackle pollution and poor waste disposal,
recognizing that small actions, like proper waste management and cleanliness, build
healthier, more resilient communities.

What stood out most was the engagement of the school community. Participants
listened, reflected, and shared ideas on how personal habits affect the
environment. Some were inspired to take the next step, joining humanitarian
efforts and embracing daily practices that respond to the silent crisis of climate
change.

Through the Nigerian Red Cross Society, Oyo State College of Health Technology
 Detachment, the message is clear: climate change may be global, but action
starts locally.

Every small step protecting life, dignity, and the environment counts. These are
the heroes quietly shaping a safer, more resilient future, one community at a
time.



The Nigerian Red Cross Society supported the implementatio of Measles–
Rubella vaccine campaign in Lagos, Rivers, Edo and Ekiti States. The
campaign which had our volunteers engaging with community members
at strategic locations was in collaboration with the Primary Health Care
and Ministry of Health across the implemeting states.

The exercise focused on educating market women, parents, and the
general public on the dangers of measles and rubella, the importance of
vaccination, and the forthcoming statewide immunization campaign
scheduled for 27th January to 7th February 2026, targeting children aged
9 months to 14 years across LGAs across the  states.

MEASLES RUBELLA
VACCINATION CAMPAIGN

ACROSS STATES



In the busy markets of Edo State, Red
Cross volunteers engaged market
women on the dangers of measles and
rubella and the importance of timely
vaccination. Through simple
conversations at their stalls, parents
were reminded that protecting children
starts with prevention.

Volunteers of the Ekiti State Branch,
Ijero Division, took interpersonal
communication straight to the homes
of caregivers across Ikoro-Ekiti, having
open conversations around vaccine
hesitancy and child health. By
meeting families where they are,
concerns were addressed, trust was
built, and more caregivers were
encouraged to choose protection for
their children.

After a focused RCCE training for the measles–rubella campaign in
Lagos, Red Cross volunteers came together, better equipped to
engage communities with clear, respectful messages on vaccination.
The session strengthened their confidence to listen, respond to
concerns, and support families to make informed choices for child
health.



ON THE FRONTLIINE
 OF HUMANITY

CARE, ADVOCACY, IMPACT



In a shared commitment to quality
healthcare and staff wellbeing, the Kano
State Hospital Management Board, in
collaboration with the Nigerian Red
Cross Society (NRCS), Kano State Branch,
organized a one-day Manual Handling
Training for staff of Murtala Muhammad
Specialist Hospital (MMSH), Kano.

Held with a strong focus on the Accident
and Emergency (A&E) Unit, the training
was designed to enhance practical skills,
encourage teamwork, and reduce the
risk of workplace injuries associated
with patient handling. Through guided
sessions and hands-on demonstrations,
participants gained renewed confidence
in safe movement techniques that
protect both healthcare workers and
the patients in their care.
Beyond physical safety, the training also
fostered improved morale and

a deeper sense of collaboration among
staff. By strengthening their capacity
to respond effectively in high-pressure
situations, healthcare workers are
better equipped to provide care that is
not only efficient but also
compassionate and dignified.

This initiative reflects the NRCS’s
ongoing commitment to supporting
healthcare systems through capacity
building and lifesaving knowledge. By
investing in the safety, confidence, and
skills of frontline health workers, the
programme contributes directly to
improved patient outcomes and a
safer, more resilient Accident and
Emergency Unit.

Together, through partnership and
shared purpose, safer hands are
shaping better care and saving lives—
one patient at a time.

By Ibrahim Umar IsmaiL- Communication Officer Kano Branch

STRENGTHENING CARE THROUGH SAFER HANDS



Building Skills, Shaping Futures:
NRCS Anambra Launches
Programme for Vulnerable Children

The halls of the Vulnerable Children’s Home in
Anambra State echoed with excitement and
promise on the 17th January 2026, when the
Nigerian Red Cross Society (NRCS), Anambra
State Branch, officially launched its Skill
Acquisition Programme. This initiative is more
than just training, it is a lifeline of hope,
designed to equip children with practical skills
that foster independence, confidence, and a
sense of purpose.

The programme which offers a blend of digital
and vocational skills, included sewing, baking,
barbing, and other creative crafts. Through
these lessons, children are not only learning
how to create and innovate but also gaining
tools that can open doors to sustainable
livelihoods in the future. Each session is
carefully crafted to inspire self-reliance, build
confidence, and nurture the unique talents of
every child.

For the NRCS, this initiative reflects a deep
commitment to child protection, youth
empowerment, and long-term community
resilience. By investing in the abilities and
potential of these young lives today, the
Society is laying the groundwork for a
generation capable of facing challenges with
skill, confidence, and independence.

Beyond the classroom and workshop, this
 program carries a powerful message: when we
equip children with knowledge, creativity, and
practical skills, we are not only shaping their
individual futures but also the future of a
stronger, self-sufficient, and resilient society.
With initiatives like this, the Nigerian Red
Cross Society continues to turn hope into
tangible action, transforming dreams into
reality, one skill at a time.

By joseph Ugochukwu Obidigwe - Communication Officer Anambra Branch





Sometimes, real change begins not with noise, but with the right
conversation at the right table. Through deliberate and strategic
advocacy, the Nigerian Red Cross Society, Kaduna State Branch, has
secured a landmark partnership with the Kaduna State Senior
Secondary Education Board (KADSSEB), reopening the doors of public
secondary schools to Red Cross units across the state. 

It is a quiet but powerful victory, one that places humanitarian values
back at the heart of education and gives thousands of young people the
chance to learn, lead, and serve. When the Red Cross leadership, led by
Branch Chairman Alhaji Abdullahi Jibril, met with the KADSSEB
Chairperson, Dr. Suweiba Shehu Ibrahim, advocacy met opportunity.
Beyond policy discussions, there was shared history. Dr. Suweiba
reflected on her own days as a Red Cross member in school and the
lifelong impact of service, empathy, and responsibility. What followed
was not just agreement, but alignment.

Years of policy shifts had seen many school-based Red Cross clubs
quietly disappear. This engagement reversed that trend. With
KADSSEB’s commitment to restoring Red Cross units, strengthening
policy support, and encouraging collaboration between teachers and
students, advocacy translated directly into action—and into
permanence.

For Kaduna’s students, the impact goes far beyond an after-school
activity. It means access to lifesaving skills, leadership opportunities,
and early exposure to the principles of humanity, neutrality, and
service. More importantly, it shows how thoughtful engagement with
decision-makers can create lasting systems, not temporary projects.

This partnership stands as a reminder that when advocacy is
intentional and relationships are nurtured, change becomes
sustainable. In KADSSEB, the Red Cross has found not just a partner,
but a champion, proof that investing in young people through strategic
advocacy is one of the strongest foundations for a more humane
future.

TURNING ADVOCACY
INTO OPPORTUNITY

Story By: PETER OCHU, Communications Officer, Kaduna Branch
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